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Speaking for the future at The Language Show, Olympia, 2018 (Friday 9 November)
Richard Hardie and Bernardette Holmes MBE (Speak to the Future), in partnership with Benoît
Le Dévédec (Institut Français) and Vicky Gough (British Council), presented a seminar on ‘Why
Languages are essential to us all post-Brexit’. A packed house of over 200 people heard
convincing arguments as to why knowledge of languages and cultures can only increase in value
as the UK redefines its role in Europe and on the global stage. Speakers imparted key messages, giving compelling reasons for the central importance of language and intercultural learning
across the lifespan. Full article on the RiPL website.
The seminar also showcased how to develop a successful primary languages curriculum for the
future. Bunmi Richards, Head Teacher from Shaftesbury Park Primary School and Philip Yorke,
Subject Lead, gave an inspiring example of how their school puts language policy into practice
through a bilingual stream in French. See our new RiPL School Focus pages.
We hope to showcase teaching and
learning materials used in schools, or
available for schools to use, in each
issue of the Newsletter. We’d also like
to feature examples of best practice.
Please send a brief explanatory
paragraph on resources you like, use
or have created yourself with links
and images. More information on
each will be posted on the RiPL
teaching and Resources pages.

The Primary French Project (Institut Français) provides
free teaching materials that aim to train all who teach
French at KS2. Suitable for all practitioners, including
those who have no prior knowledge of the language,
and also specialist linguists who are new to teaching
children in KS2, the materials aim to train the teacher
by providing the subject knowledge that is needed in
order to meet the requirements of the Programme of
Study for Languages in KS2, as well as age-appropriate
language-teaching methodology. RiPL Resources.

Early Language Learning Complexity and Mixed Methods
Edited by J. Enever and E. Lindgren. Multilingual Matters.
A collection of research studies on foreign or second
language in the classroom. Themes include EAL, English
as a second or foreign language, French as an MFL, and
CLIL. Research conducted in 13 countries.
Finland is moving towards an even earlier language learning start running pilot projects within the preschool system (4-6 yrs). Points of
interest include inclusion of language tasters (e.g. language showers);
emphasis on encouraging a range of languages, and a plan for a
cohesive curriculum framework from preschool to end of compulsory schooling.
Suzanne Graham (University of Reading) spoke at the Herts for
Learning Primary Leaders of Languages Conference on 30 Nov. on
‘Progress and Preparedness in Primary Languages - issues of teaching
and assessment’. She addressed the question of assessment for
Primary Languages by giving summary findings from a longitudinal
research project conducted with over 250 learners of French,
following them from Year 5 through to Years 6 and 7. Read more.

A vibrant network of researchers and teacher practitioners engaging through RiPL
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