
How can I work out what this text means?

Sound out
• Can I recognise the problem 

word now, or perhaps part 
of it?

Look 
around!

Sound Out!

Predict!

Common sense 
and knowledge!

Check!

Pick a strategy from the box. 
If it doesn’t work – choose 
another!
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How can I work out what this text means?

Sound out
• Can I recognise the problem 

word now, or perhaps part 
of it?

Are there any words 
nearby to help?

Does it help if I sound 
out the word?

Can I see a title or 
pictures to help me? 

What do I know 
about the text topic 
or similar words that 

might be useful?

Does my guess make 
sense?

Pick a strategy from the box. 
If it doesn’t work – choose 
another!
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Reading in pairs. Let’s work out what this page means!  

1. Play the slide so that you both hear the words being read aloud.    
2. The Detective points to the words you don’t understand. 
3. The Leader copies those words onto the table below then you both answer the questions. 

 

Write new words. What do you think they mean? Which strategies did you use? Tick any boxes. 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Sound out! 
 
 
Check! 
 
 
Look around! 
 
 
Common sense and knowledge 
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